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PS3910 | -
Line Printer Controller

The HAL PS3910 Line Printer Controller System allows you
to “extend’” the cable of your mainframe printer. The PS3910
connects between the printer and mainframe using a stan-
dard dial-up telephone line. Data compaction and error cor-
rection are used to handle printer speeds up to 600 LPM. Full
interactive data exchange js provided on the two-way com-
munications link so that the computer and pnnter operate
just as if they were sitting side-by-side. When you need are-

O Ling
TESY

an-additional mainframe computer. Some of the features of
the PS3910 are:

¢ Manual, automatic-answer dial-up, or
dedicated line service .

* Data is compacted and error-corrected

e Printer speeds up to 600 LPM

¢ Full two-way communications between
printer and mainframe ’

¢ Printer status relayed to mainframe

« Interface to ® Centronics-compatible
printer port

¢+ Optional ® Dataproducts or ® HP Universal-
Differential .interface

¢ Use one PS3910 at mainframe and one
PS3910 at printer

¢ No change required to existing printer
support software

¢ Local and remote printer testing included

¢ Switch selection of local or remote printer

* Control multiple printers from one mainframe

¢ One or more printers may be driven by
multipie mainframes

¢ Economical and efficient

Find out more about the remarkable HAL PS3910 system.
Contact us today.

HAL Communications Corp.
P.O. Box 365

Urbana, lllinois 61801

(217) 367-7373

TWX: 9102450784 HALCOMM

® Centronics - TM of Centrohics Data Computer Corp.
® Dataproducts - TM of Dataproducts
® HP and Universal-Differential Bus - TM of Hewlett-Packard
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mote high speed printer, use the PS3910 and save the cost of -

. The usefulness, power, and influence once held by dp is
dlsappearmg To a function that operated virtually as a monopoly in
companies, sustained by a misunderstood and intentionally compli-
cated technological environment, the user revolt now under way
has ominous portent. This revolt is fueled by low-cost, high-power
hardware and software that are readily available and usable.

- So, facing this loss of prestige and power, and spurred by
large temporal and financial commitment, dp has frantlcally
searchied for some way to stall the revolt until it can regain control:
The Information Center seems to be the best game in town. The
concept is promoted, on the surface, to let end users retrieve and
manipulate information on personal computers.

What end users now seek is eminently clear. Study after
study, such as that done at MIT in 1982 and supported by the Center
for Information Research, has pinpointed users’ concerns. Man-
agement wants and is demanding more computer assistance for the
complex decision making required by today’s businesses. It is clear
that dp does not meet those needs and neither will the Information
Center, as currently defined. .

The time has come for dp to find out what end users do and
how they do it, to meet with them on their terms and listen carefully
to their concerns. Dp must make a concerted effort to be under-
standing and knowledgeable about the business and to speak the
same language as the user. Dp must strive for acceptance, as an
equal partner, in the executive suite and give up the reclusiveness of
the high priests of technology.

How can this_be. done? By ﬁnally admlttmg that in the
transition from a smokestack to a service-oriented economy, indus-
trial-type transaction systems are on the wane and intellectual-type
production systems are on the rise. This means recognizing that
information is as critical a resource to management as labor, mate-
rial, and capital resources ever were. Management, too, must rec-
ognize this.

What’s needed is the formation of a management systems
task force (not a steering committec), comprised of key users and
MIS personnel, responsible for developing an integrated informa-
tion architecture.

The chief goals will be leveraging of mformatlon resources
and preparation of an information strategic plan that supports the
company’s plans and dircction. This task force will deliver a usable
MIS that allows direct access to integrated data, in English, on-line,
with rapid-fire communication and **what if”” capability at a decent
cost, and in a decent amount of time.

This means that dp, in partnership with management, must
reorganize the dp function to reflect its changing environment.
Such a reorganization must take the form of a management resource
entity, with the following under its aegis: dp, Mis, database man-
agement, decision support/executive information systems, office
automation, telecommunications; and graphics.

If the above mentioned is not done and the current version
of an Informatlon Center is implemented, I predict costs will rise
dramatically while. productivity and use continue to decline. Un-
controlled use of data will contaminate the decision-making pro-
cess, and users’ needs will still not be miet. Out of necessity, users
will continue to develop their own decision support systems while
supermarket software proliferates, security becomes a nightmare,
and timesharing flourishes to the detriment of in-house installa-
tions. )

Dp has the chance to rise to new power and influence, or,
like the dinosaur, pass into evolutionary history. The transition is
inevitable, the direction is clear; can they meet the challenge?

—E. Ward Stearns
Montvale, New Jersey
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If you'd like to share your opinions, gripes, or experiences
with other readers, send them'to the Forum Editor,
DaTAMATION, 875 Third Ave., New York, NY 10022. We wel-
come essays, poems, humorous pieces, or short stories.




Now, Personal Computing Power
on any 3270 Compatible Terminal.

From PHAZE.

~ PHAZE P9010

Something Better.

Our P9002 Information Processing
Facility is a PC-compatible computer
upgrade that can attach directly to any
3270 controller-based system. And,
unlike some of our competitors, our
computer attaches not only to our own
P3278 terminal, but to the entire range
of 3278 plug compatible terminals —
IBM 3178 and 3278, Telex and
Memorex. That provides you with
something more for your money.
Something better.

Industry Standard Software.

Not only does the P9002 upgrade your
3278 terminal to a personal computer,
but it also uses industry standard soft-
ware, like MS-DOS and CP/M-86.

—_—

That means that you get the benefit of

software available for the IBM Per-
sonal Computer.

Upgrade It Yourself.

The P9002 features a computer and
diskette module with two 320Kb disk
drives. It connects directly to the ter-
minal and the controller via standard
coax cable and the entire installation
can be done in less than 60 seconds.

INFORMATION MACHINES CORPORATION
We Make The Addition Easy.

PHAZE Information Machines Corporation
7650 East Redfield Road
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260

CIRCI.E.2.ON_REFANFR_CARN

Without tools. And since the P9002
utilizes an IBM 3278 or equivalent for
its keyboard and display, the
operating configuration remains un-
changed, so there is no operator
retraining.

More For You.

No one else offers the versatility and
compatibility that you can get from
PHAZE. Because we offer 3278 com-
patible terminals as well as computer
upgrades, we cover the breadth of the
3278 spectrum. We understand user
needs, and we make it easy for you to
upgrade your current system with our
P3270, P9002 and P9010 products.
That's because at PHAZE, we're ex-
pansive...not expensive. For more
information, call S.T. Lifeson at
1-800-423-2994.
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Iniroducmg the 5420, an ed1t1ng
termmal that's chock-full of features that -
are sure to make it a hit. That’s because
Teletype Corporation built it to be every-

~ thing youd ever want in an ANSI
3.64 based asynchronous
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