


software tools are  covered  adequately,  but briefly; one misses 
Drummond’s  explanation of systems profile conversion.  Little 
emphasis i s  placed on modeling, or  on simulation techniques  or 
mathematical methods. 

Comparing Computer  System Performance by Hellerman  and 
Conroy with the books by Drummond  and  Stimler, one could 
say  that it takes  an  opposite  approach, insofar as this i s  possible 
in a book  on the  same  subject. For example,  hardware  monitors 
are  very  important  to  Drummond  and  Stimler;  here, they are 
referred to only twice. System profiles and profile conversion 
are not mentioned at all. Instead, a great deal of space is devot- 
ed to statistics, making this a book only for  the highly motivated 
reader.  Designed  for  senior level courses, it might be valuable as 
a  text accompanied by lectures.  Chapters  on  operating  systems, 
introducing os/360 and virtual storage  systems, make this a 
handy reference,  but  they are of little value to  the  computer  user 
with an immediate problem. 

One wishes  that  the most recent  book would be a synthesis of 
those  preceding;  unfortunately,  this is not so. Computer Per- 
formance  Measurement and Evaluation Methods;  Analysis and 
Applications by  Svobodova  takes  an  academic view of the disci- 
pline. A brief discussion of performance  leads right into  system 
and workload models. Only then  are  the  basic  tools  covered. 
This organization provides a consistent  intellectual  approach, 
one I generally favor. The book is an  expansion of the  author’s 
doctoral  dissertation  and  contains  an  excellent  set of references. 
In some cases,  however, topics are  introduced  without being 
adequately  explained. 

Despite  the  fact  that all four of these  books  cover  the  same dis- 
cipline, they overlap  very little. Each will have its use  and  advo- 
cates.  In  order, I prefer  Drummond  because of his historical 
approach,  Svobodova  because of her  emphasis  on modeling, and 
Stimler for his practical focus.  Hellerman and Conroy is a valu- 
able  reference, containing much information not in any of the 
other  books. 

G. C. McQuilken 
Armonk, NY 

The editors assign reviews of books  that might interest our read- 
ers.  Reviews are signed, and  opinions  expressed  are  those of the 
reviewers. 
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