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Graphical  Kernel  System 

Dear  Editor: 

Several colleagues and I, as  experts in computer  graphics,  are 
very disappointed by the  fact  that  the ZBM Systems Journal, Vol. 
19, No. 3 ,  1980, does  not  reference  the GKS-effort. The GKS 
(Graphical Kernel  System) is the graphics standards  proposal 
designed by the DIN Subgroup NI-UA-5.9 and reviewed by the Is0 
Working Group Is0 TC97lSC51WG2 Graphics. I am the  chairman of 
the NI-UA-5.9 and Paul ten  Hagen (MC Amsterdam) is the  convenor 
of ISO TC97ISCSIWG2 Graphics. Many national standards bodies 
(such  as ANSI X3 H3) have  been  very  active in the  international 
reviewing process. GKS is an IS0 Work Item. 

The following resolutions  from  the  last meeting of Is0 TC97lSC51 
WG2 Graphics in Tiefenbach/Allgau (Federal Republic of Germa- 
ny) on  June 1980 best  describe the international  status of GKS: 

(a) ISO TC97ISCSIWG2 requests  that DIN circulates GKS . . . for 
technical review within WG2. Comments must be received by 
the  chair of the draft  standards  subgroup by December  1, 
1980. The goal is . . . to finish the reviewing process in time 
for  the  next s c 5  meeting (October 1981)  in London. 

(b) ISO TC97lSC5lWG2 will not consider  other  proposals  or work 
items whose scope  substantially  overlaps  the GKS proposal 
while GKS is under  active review and  has not yet reached  the 
status of a draft  proposal . . . 

GKS describes a set of functions  for graphics data  processing in a 
way that is independent of particular  graphics  devices,  comput- 
ers, programming languages, or applications. 

The capabilities provided by GKS include the following: 

0 Two-dimensional line and  raster  graphics. 
0 Graphics input and  output  at  one  or more graphics worksta- 

tions simultaneously. 
0 Provision for  storage  and modification of graphics information 

in a  workstation-independent  manner during program execu- 
tion. 
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